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“Building for Eternity” 
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1 Corinthians 3:10-15 “By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an 
expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful 
how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 
stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day 
will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 
man's work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, 
he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the 
flames.” 
 

Three Truths About Our Heavenly Reward 
 

1. A heavenly reward requires that you build on the right 
foundation. 

 
Matthew 7:24-27 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a 
person who builds a house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the 
floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse  
because it is built on bedrock. But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey 
it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. When the rains and floods 
come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.” 
 

What does it mean to have Jesus as our foundation? 
 

A. He is our source for all we do.  
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 
things grow.” 
 
B. He is our reason for all we do.  
Matthew 6 
 
Philippians 1:15 “It’s true that some are preaching out of jealousy and rivalry. But 
others preach about Christ with pure motives.” 
 
1 Corinthians 3:21 “So then, no more boasting about men!” 
 
 

2. A heavenly reward requires the right method of building. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:10 “But let each one take heed HOW he builds on it.” 
 

Are you building carefully or carelessly? 
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1 Corinthians 3:9  “You are God’s building.”  
 
1 Corinthians 9:25-27 “All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a 
prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. So I run with purpose in 
every step. I am not just shadowboxing. I discipline my body like an athlete, training 
it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might 
be disqualified.” 
 
Romans 2:21-24 “Well then, if you teach others, why don’t you teach yourself? You 
tell others not to steal, but do you steal? You say it is wrong to commit adultery, but 
do you commit adultery? You condemn idolatry, but do you use items stolen from 
pagan temples? You are so proud of knowing the law, but you dishonor God by 
breaking it. No wonder the Scriptures say, ‘The Gentiles blaspheme the name of 
God because of you.’” 
 
 

3. A heavenly reward requires building with the right materials. 
 

Gold, silver, and costly stones will endure. 
Wood, hay or straw will be destroyed with fire. 

 
Matthew 25:31-46 “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered in 
his presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left.  
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I was 
hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, 
and you invited me into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was 
sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ “Then these 
righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or 
naked and give you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’ “Then the King will turn to 
those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his demons. For I was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I 
was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. I was a stranger, and you didn’t invite me 
into your home. I was naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in 
prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’  
“And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these 
my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’ “And they will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.” 
 

Build for Eternity! 
 
1. A heavenly reward requires that you build on the right foundation. 
2. A heavenly reward requires the right method of building.   
3. A heavenly reward requires building with the right materials. 


